Spiral 



for solo viola 
with digital delay or prerecorded accompaniment 

or three violas 

by Robert Davidson 



Performance directions 



This work may be performed by three violists, or as a solo work using digital delay, or using a 
prerecorded accompaniment (available for download or purchase). 

Trio performance directions 

Spiral is a simple canon. Following the first performer, the second and third enter at four-bar intervals. 
At bar 2 1 3, the first violist improvises a solo while the second and third violists repeat bars 20 1 -2 1 2 in 
canon until cued by the first violist to go on to bar 2 1 7 (again following at four-bar intervals in canon). 

The work ends when all players have reached the last line, at which point the first violist should cue 
the final repeat and all should end together. 

Solo performance directions - prerecorded accompaniment 

Preferably the soloist should prepare her/his own recording of the accompaniment, though an 

accompaniment performed by Bernard Hoey is available from the composer or may be downloaded. 

The recording should be played back as the first entry in the canon, with the soloist entering at bar 
one when the recording has reached bar five. 

At bar 2 1 3 the soloist should improvise a solo, resuming the canon again as the second entry, following 
four bars after the recorded viola when it is heard performing bar 2 1 7. 

When the final line is reached, the soloist should listen for when the recording fades out, and then fade 
out when the recording has completely faded. 

Solo performance directions - digital delay 

A wide range of digital delay units or software will be effective in realising the work. 

The requirements for the technology are: 

1 . A delay time of 6.67 seconds 

2. A sample and hold function to allow the improvised solo at bar 2 1 3 

3. A feedback setting of 60 % 

Ideally the signal processing should be performed by an assistant, though the soloist may be able 
to perform this task with some rehearsal. Upon reaching the last line, the soloist should repeat the 
four bars until the delay sound is in unison with the live sound. The assistant should then fade the 
delay sound and the soloist should fade out after the delay sound has been completely faded. 



Program Note 



Canons fascinate me - they seem a perfect balance of surprise and familiarity, as each bar contains 
something old and something new. I also love how the advent of recording has made it possible 
to play a canon, one of the most ancient musical structures, with oneself. 

Spiral is a big arch form, gradually getting busier and more intense, calming in the centre before 
running in reverse back to the opening material. 

The work was originally composed in 1998 for cellist Nicholas Bochner, and then recomposed 
in 2000 for violists Patricia Pollett and Bernard Hoey. 

© Robert Davidson 



Spiral 

canon for viola 



Robert Davidson 



J: 



144 



s 



Viola 



3E 



3E 



j) esp, cantabile, legato 



(beginning of delay sound) 






m 



1 



HE 



3E 



4 



3E 



25 



1 



& 



;7 r». 



P I I I 



21 



1 



X*_ 



x*_ 



25 



1 



& 



3E 



SE 



29 



1 



s «» 



a 



xn 



3E 



=B 



© 1998 / 2000 - version 15/01/2007 



Spiral 



33 



I 



37 n 



1 



fe 



cantabile, dolce 



41 



s 



e: 



^^ 



B'^t | | | J 



m ^-0- 



49 



1 



& 



3E 



m 



53 



clear, bell-like 



g fy || : B 7 gg | 7 | 7 P j | 7 7 | | \ B 7 g j | Jh 7 jg 3p 



P^ 



? 



wy» 



57 



j{ | 7 p * P 7 7 p \ j pBpl 1 1 7 7 g B | 7 p | 7 7 P 



61 



% 1 £ p 7 7 p ? | p 7 | * J)7 | 7 g p 7 7 p | * i ; 7 7 g ? 



65 



1 



IE 



331 



~n~ 



331 



331 



69 



Spiral 



■&■ ■&■ 



73 



m 



Si- 



si- 




mf 



Kiij, ir f r if rr^rrrfi 


-S-J -I J-»-± — -M=- 



SI 



1 



a. a. a. 



ffl 



<S'5 



« 



1©- 1©- iS>- 1©- iS>- 1© 1© 



ii a i j 



z: 



S 



S 



1 



i,Cffiftf,tff i ,tf,te §£=£ 



> > > 



> 




Tpf i ECffpfr , 



93 



> . 



ra 



» # 



> . > 

P' _m • _ m. 



m _#_# 



_0 _0 >0 m. 



rr i rpir i fp r i «nn r i dr i Ffl rfl^ UH 



Biyffffaff i &fjtfj 



> 



> > 




"ffl^acf i rcrEcff i 



70/ 



> 



^^ 



P_P 



> 



«u_ m. 



> 

_0 • _0 ^M. 



f— i — mfmf ' fmf 



Spiral 



105 


. 


^ - 




■^ 1 


f» 


I 5 " 


f* 


■&■ 1 


|"> 




*1 Via 


■ 


B. 


rj 


'J 


rj 


'J 


'J 


rj 




*J TT, . 


\*1 


















U , 


II li 


r! r! 


r! li 


it li 




»l T 


' i' 


,' i' 


!' i' 


i' !' 


109 « 


P-^2- ^a ^a f£ *£ f& f& 




*1 U i 








' 






. 






tJ TT, r # 


# 


>' * 




> » 


>' # 




s 










#1 r 









staccatissimo 






rJJJ 1 ^ 



I a a a I 



I 



117 



r w s i&ii -il 



iM 



» 



1 



e±b 



* hyh 



J'-nUUJpNJ^ J p 



I 



a 



jji'n | X[--t HThill t ii^tfP.h.aNt ttf i - fe 



i2J con brio 



g{l'» Bj i i gj I - Si i l i Bj - I =ji p 



3E3E 



# 



> 



> 



> 



> 



> 



> 



129 



te£g 



ii^H i 



r, i - tr 



fe 



^= j w ! =^ i ^i fat^^ 



with strong direction 



> > 



i I [gEfgflfy j i ff ^ff^ojflff i fc j Ml i faff, i 



> 




137 >' > mPt~ 'm > . . . . 



Spiral 



141 m m m 

H\fpt t e if e: £ e if C e e e ip e e e . i 


ffi ' " J £ f f >* t f V \f i i * v \f f f V ' * 




14Q cantabile, dolce k . 



a"n ^J-rr 



a 



m p~p 



JLcJL 



15 



£ 4> 



255 



A^A 



1 1 Lf CJ 




^J 




£ 



.4^ A 



fff m 



757 ben marcato 

ft 



^ rj|jp. nnp- r j i j i p- nnp- i nnp- § 



>>>> >>>> >>>> >>>> 



161 



m pp. nm i P- nNP- i nPP- n i NP- nn 



>>>> >>>> >>>> >>>> 



mo/to ritmico e marcato 



165 


























-L J J 




-L> J 




-L J J 




-L J J 




•Ly J 




'- 



769 ~ 




















« 




^-/ 




J _ J J 




J _ J J 




•LV J 




•L> J 




'— J ' 





173 
































J — J J 




-L> J 






^ 



8 



177 




Spiral 



_Q_ 



181 




■* :* a. 



185 &. 



1 



fe§ 



189 



1 



# 



193 



1 



S 



297 



1 



3E 



"O" 



"O" 



20/ 



g 



3E 



3E 



IE 



3E 



mp 



TT 



205 



1 



32: 



32: 



321 



_Q_ 



209 .2- 



1 



o 






213 



1 



Spiral 
Set delay to repeat and improvise sustained, slow moving solo 

(Allow delay to repeat as long as desired for solo) 



* 



217 



Set delay to original setting 



fe 



1 



m 



m, 



Xf 



221 



1 



§ 



225 



^ 



^ 



P 



229 

ti 1 


s- 


2 


|_ 


■ 

2. 


P~~ 


■P- 


2. 


• 


• 


3 


i 


j tti 




















' 


■ 


























f ^^ IT 
















y-l/ 













255 



X»_ 



I 



257 


« 
























































































' "~ 



24/ 

J fl,i ,-s J 


p p 4 


^ ^ J 


mm* 


^ /-v a 


p p J 


^ ~ m 


p p J 


E ^=^aE 


mm* 






_.g_g_fl_fl 


p * 


p «. m 


■ * 


pp.* 


E Zl 


m m m 


p * 


a m m 


E_l 


«• «• 


« 



245 




™ ™ 




™ ™ 




™ ™ 




™ ™ 




™ ™ 








-L J J 




J — J J 




-L> J 




-L J J 




-L J J 





10 

249 



Spiral 



gi rjjjji npp. np \ p. npp. \ ppp. n 



>>>> >>>> >>>> >>>> 



253 



a i i» py. nn i P- nnp- i nnp- nnp-n i J 



>>>> >>>> >>>> >>>> 



1 "n gg r ^ 



S 



« p*p 



i.^j 



S 



# 4> 



267 



i^l 



1 1 Lf CJ 




^J 




£ 



.4^ A 



fff m 




269 



1 



$ 



*=* 



,\ ii =;; 



£ 



*=* 



<r <r «r 



iF 



275 



> 



> > 

* .f-m 



ii ^rrr^tf^ i D 



%hgfl UH U^ | LJ,L/,^^ | U^U,L.J, | ^rLf,i 



frifcn 



> > 



> 



f 



H 



277 



s 




fy gpy ^ v u r i Site j i if j J% r: i 



2s; 



> 



> 



PFJ=? 



u 7? ? y 7 ' " lp 



§ * I ? 



s& 



> 



^Wi 



~z^~ 



Spiral 



11 



285 



%h fit i i fit | - fit i | fit - ^ 



> 



3e£ 



> 



> 



> 



> 



> 



289 poo &_&_<> 

Ehl [ [ft LET | JI] [ |fi tfh h Jte 



&. 



M 



293 



&M 



m 




JI3[ EF* B 



3^[ f[JT:l:l:l» 



2 



7 PPP7 



^Hf- 



? 



297 



m$ 



g"»nr> h^- i * ?j]h 



£ 



| i g g | EEg 



I 



5* 



I 



o 



301 4p- 4p. 42 42 42. 42 42 42. 



I 1 '' ' 



505 


p- i 


p- 


4 i 


p- 


4 


s- 


4 t 


9- 




M U i 


y 


'J 


'J 


'J 


'J 


'j 


'J 


'J 




*J flu 




















U , 


< , 


* 


t* t 


* 


<i e 


* 


li < 


i 




»l v ! 


' ! 




'• i 




,' ; 




l> ',' 



309 



1 



> . 



_0 



m 



> 
.0' _m 



m. 



_0 • _0 ^M. 



tiiRimi 



313 



1 



l yrpfraaT i Staf 



> 



> 



> 




"tmmfm 



m 



317 



> 



S 







0- _0 • * 



.*. _0 _0 



_0 >0 * 



rcj_rpl r i c_£ f ' ^ l ruw^fl^ Uf i 



12 

321 



Spiral 



> > > 



m mf tfrf i ^cfitfr t^mr^tm ^ 



325 



a -e- -e- -e- -e- -e- -e- -e- -e- 

k\ fc 9— g r 'j — g I g g I 'J g 



529 



1 



X*_ 



X*_ 




S 



-■rt 


= r ir nr^r^ 


» 


~&-» 


— «-«-^ — 





557 



e 



42. Q. 




341 



m 



TZL 



££ 



XL. 



I 



545 



1 



IE 



3E 



3E 



3E 



SE 



349 



clear, bell-like 



a IJ nJ'^u p^hPi p^p l * § g 1 1 I J^i i M P 



p"p i * p 



£ 



7H/? 



555 



H "It 7 [? j i ; 7 7 p | p 7 7 p j; | t? 7 7 gj j 7 | 7 p £ [mH 



f 



357 



Spiral 



13 



S I i p g p i I p j P * jg I j B pMi | i P 77 1 * 



36i 



1 



331 



3H 



365 



1 



he 



3E 



■■• —rr 



369 



1 



373 



P 



£L 



377 



m 



sx. 



sx. 



381 



& 



*£ 



ZE 



3E 



3S5 



Repeat and fade (after a unison has been reached) 



m 



32: 



ZE 



